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= "Brefuly totakgup Armes in defence of toy and” 

- 1 Liberty whenthey were indanger.' Extracted outof 

—— | the Manuſcripts of one of theirChiefe - 
*Reformers. 


4 


* - 
7 IG PRE. = 
Dy ET Sf 0 
$ CONE EONS 4/0 . 
hate \_ LR, bo” Pra 2 10 


: SOOT 9 ITORT Fo 
s "4. SS LTH : 
Lo ES AN bat 


P, ery uffulls and neceſſary for theſe ireſogn times. 


| The times doerequire that the points "fol. 
+ Towinglogpraſſedn on the People, both by the Prezs 
hers) in SiBlick, and by underftanding,and A” 
| yn pontoon in-private © - 
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ufe our chiekeR Adverlarties { who: atE enemies tothe 
3 Goſpellof Chiift,to the falvation of the peoples ſoules;and 
to-the peace of this Church and Ringdome) haye.from the” 
£5 beginning advanced their ungodly and Antichriftian, by 
B+ by lyes and perſecution, by craft _—_ cruelty, which hath 
Io Ls their moſt ſubrill and ſtrongeſt arguments; and m_ 
Nw FP TIERen F; when as by 'Excommunication "themielves arc given to 
—Sakay who has beene a fyer and-murtherer from the beginning ) they-haye pur 
> _ away all conſcience; countenance; anSnaturall affe&ion to their Countrey 3 The 
£5 pcopletherefore would bedeakt with, that our Adverſaries fraudulent lyes, and' E: 
( 23 $5074 deviſes be-nor beleeved, aor their forces, and threatened vicleeve, be Fare ;""Þ 
F; .che pe$r cof God; -Remember their hefliſh Maxime ; | x. 
rm kn pee Ano > 1 He. br 6 wh, Sk | AUE ; 0 
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+ -* 2, That unitie be earneſtly recommended, as that which frengrheneth the 
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. auſe; and which being helden faft with verety, will make'us invincible ; and on 
the contrary thar diviſions by all meanes maybe avoyded, as that which from the 
beginning has bene principally intended,.and many waycs fought for by our 


enemies ; and which once having place, will bring us to a certaine ruine; and. 


- "makeusof all people moſt contemprible and miſerable, expoling our ſelves to the 


wrath of God for our periidiousdealing in his Coyenant, to the mercileſle crielry 


+ - of our criemy, ts the hiffing and reproach of all Nations about us, and to bee a 


griefe to all the godly, who have beene continually.in their prayers and prayſes to 
God for us all this time by paſt. ; 


and that a greater meccy could not have beene ſherved to this Land, then a free, 


 ſembly by the Biſhops; that from theſe they may beable provupey _ to — 
e icruples ot the. 


"application may be read in publicke, that the Commons may ſeehow fallly. wee 
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invaded, and how jul and neceſſary our defence is. The queſtion is not wherhes' 
we ought to honour the King) for we acknowledge him to, be Gods Deputie and 
Vice-gerent; Or whether wwe ought to ovey the King, for God hath given him 
power and authority to command and goyerne : Or whether we ought to render 

' unto Ceſar that which is Ceſar for that we deſire to doe moſt chearefully : Or © 
whether we ofight to feare the King, for he is {et over us to doe Juſtice, and we 
ought not only ta feare him, but allo be affraid leſt any hurt ſhould come unto 
him, as the people were affraid of David, 2 Sam.18.3, Neither is the queſtion 
whether honour ſhould be'given unto ey1ll and wicked Superiours, for as our Ad- 
verſaries by moving ſuch queſtions ar this time under pretext of duty, doe wrong 
and diſhonour to the Kings gracious Majeſtie : ſo we profefle in the generall, thas 
the wickednefſe of man cannot make vaide Gods ordinance : and therefore al- 
though we had froward and wicked Superiours.yet obedience and honour is to be / - 

iven unto them as Kings being ſet up of God, as it were in his wrath, Hoſ.1 3.17. 
erem.27.17: Neither is tho queſtion whether we ought abſolute obedience unto: 

- Evill Majeſtrates, for our Adverfaries doe not affirme ( whatſoever be their judge- 
ments and praRiles ) that I1ao in malo, & ad malum ef obediendum, that we mult 
obey. an cyill man in anevill thing ; bur that Kings are to be obeyed in {o fare as 
their commandements, are nat contrary unto Gods commandements : and if Gae 
command one thing and they command thee contrary, in this caſe it is better to 0- 
bey God then man, A##.4.19. Neither is the queſtion after the inyahon ofthe King 
( which is the divelliſh and diſpitefull calumny of the diſnatured enemies of this 
Church and Kingdome, avian which our conſciences, and all our ations are as 
many witneſſes, as.is at large expreft in our information-for England ) but the que- 

* ion is meerely and fimply about our owne-juſt defence and faferie ; and in this 
caſc alſo we mult pi a difference berwixt the King refidgnt in the kingdome, and 
by opening his cares ta. both partyes rightly informed ; and the King farre from_us 
in ahother kingdome hearing the one party and miſ-informed againſt the other : 

betwixtthe King, as a King proceeding royally according to the .Lawes of the 
kingdome.againlt Rebels, and the King as a.man comming downe from his 
Throne (againſt the feet whereof che humble ſupplications of his SubjeRs lyeth 
yet unanſivered ) and marching furioufly rowards his loyall and well meaning 
people: Berwixt a king who is a ftrangec to Religion, and tryed no fur her. bur | 
according to his owne pleaſure, to the profeſſors of Religionfhving in his Domini- 
ons, and our King-profeſſing with us the ſame Religion, and obliged by his Fathers 
death, and his owne Oath to defend us his owne SubjeRs, our Hyes, Religion, Ir- 
bertics and Lawes. Againe, difference muſt be put betwixt ſome private perſuns 
caking Armesfar reſiſtance, and inferivur Magiſtrates, Countellours, Judges,No- 
bles, Peeces of the Land, Paliament-men, Barons, Burgefſes, and the whole body 
of a kingdome , except ſome fery, States-men, Courtiers, Papifts or popiſhly 
affc Jed, and their adherents ſtanding to theic owne-defence : Berwixg Subject 
ry{ing and {ſtanding out againſt law and reaſon, that they may be freed from tie © 

: yoake of their obedience, and a people holding faſt their Allegiance to their: Sove= |] 
-xaigne, and in all humility ſayplicating for Religion agd Juſtice : Berwixt a 
— | | oa _ peoples 
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ing utter ruine upon the Church and Kingdom, upon themſelves and heir poſterity >- 
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”- Fromthar Lync and order of ſubordination, wherei 
"under God the great Supcriour, and the Subjects areplaced nnder God the great, 
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plc, labouriig to introduce novations in Religion by arms 
cc the reformation, and hath 


contraverted till they be determined ina nationall Aﬀembly the only competent- 

and proper Indicatory and after determination receving. and fianding for the ats 

ofthat afſembly.. Ks pe E: | | 
The qu=ftion then is whether in this caſe and matters ſoſtanding betwixt the 


"= King and the Kingdom, a defenſive warre be lawfull ; or whether the peop!e 


| wa 


onghet to defend themſelves againſt extreame violence and oppreſſion bringing 


That it is lawfull for us to take armes for our own defence agairlt ſuch nojuſt 
violence is manifcit,viz. | . 


From the unreaſonablenefſe and abfardity of fach Court Parazites, as for thei r- 
owne baſe ends maintaine the abſolute ſoveraignty* and unlimitted power, of © 


authoritic, tothe great hurt both of Princes and People, by looſing all the bonds. 


of civill focicties, while Princes againſt the ftrongeſt bands of Oathes and Lawes, . 


may doc what they pleafe to the raine of Religion,the lives and libertics of ſome, 
or of all rhe ſubjects, and the people ſhall doc nothing but fee, which is impol- 


fible, or tuffer themſelves to be maſſacred and cur off. 


and underthe Magiſtratethe lefſer Superiour, when the Magiſtrate commandeth : 
invade by Armes if they obey not,” the Snbje&ts k ing 0 their owne lyne ard 
order, and defending themfelves, is not diſobedience to the Magiſtrate, bur 
-obedicnce to God, who ( in this-point ſo long as the Magiſtrate runneth this 


courſe) becommeth their immediate Snperiour, and as under the Magiſtrate, 


ought to defend-themſclves againſt -all invaſion from withour, fo in this 
abuſe of Gods ordinance they ought to defend-themlelves agair.ft:all violence 


from within , otherwiſe they doe (mne againſt God 'and their owne foules ; 
An inferiour Otficer aught to keepe his owne Ration in the Army, even when * 


-his Captaine gocth out of —_— and order, and taketh part with the-enemy, 
and in this caſc is bound no leflc then before under his Collonel] or Generall ta 
fighe for himſelfe, and the fafetic of the whole Army againſt his owne Captaine. 


's Ir: were againſt (znce and reaſon, tofſay that he mult give his neck to the ſword-. 


of his Captaine without regard ro theGenerall, the whole Army and his aw 
-Hife. Yeg,cvery ſouldicr ought todefend the whole Army againſt the Generall 
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to God, and gocth without his order and line, m_—_ ſo farre us to- 


? | rms contrary to the: 

Jawes,anda people ſeeking nothing ſo much as againit all novacians to have the 

ſame Religion ratified which hath-becne nyrofelt L | | 

" not only beene ſolemnly ſwornc. unto long a goc by the Kings Majeſtis and the 
whole Kingdom both» of old and of late,hur allo commanded by the hs 4 28 
jcltie to be ſworne by his Counſclors and all theprople as it was profefied at 

the firſt :: Betwixt a people pleading for their owne fancyes, foolleryes and jn»- 
yentions, and a_pcople ſaſpending their Tuigement and prafiſe about things - 


n the Magiſtrate is phaced- | 


% FRO IT 
=» AMIE Ids te” 

Som. 47 a, EN ne 5 
FF 5 do dee Es £208, 


"aa 2 De) " ; E NS * I k LOSE 
oY op os & . Boos, - . LM h, Sy Ms : 
- i f "* BL SP. 
.D oF 


Whoſoever rofifleth the power, reſiteth}” 


, 
L ' * 
1 £4 4S 

bY q i 


3 ea IT Tn ES] P - ©. _ DER 
fn ah, wp -"% 5 fl + Co SOC 2, x FS. £9 LAT C40 ” 
. £5 ON. dS "708. * 3; XZ 5 WES C C ' 
k- ES. 5 Rae ae dy ES ME: 
be 0 Sy Keke ; F F 


'the Oxdmance of God ; Rulers are not terrour to good works but to eyill ; hee is © 
' the Miniſter of God for thy - » Wherefore wee muſt needs be fubjeR nor only. 
for wrath, bur for Conſcience ſake's But on the contrary , tyranny and unjuſt vios. 
lence is not the Ordinance of Ged, therefore he thar reliſteth ir refiſteth not the Or / 
| , dinanceof God, Such Rulers area terrour unto good works not to evill; they arc 
 . notthe Miniſters of God for our good, neither can wee in this be ſubje& ro them 
' for conſcience ſake : for the wholecourſe of the Apoſtles argument runneth againſt 
the refiſtance of lawfull power, commanding things good and lawfull'; wee muſt . 
 eicher acknowledge tyranny to be the Ordinance of God and for our good,orelſe 
exclude it from the Apoſtles aggument, #dmitting the reſiſtance thereofto be Jaw- 
. Kill at leaſt by the ſhield for defence, if nor by the ſword for invalian; * 
- 4+ Fromthe end-of Magiſtracy; the Lord hath ordained Magiltrares to be his: 
| Miniſters for the good of his people, whence have proceeded theſe common prin=- 
ciples of policy ; Princes principally are for the people and defence , and nor the: 
ople principally for them;the ſafety and good of the people is the ſupream Laws - 
| _ Magiſtracie the inferiour and ſubordinate Law ; The people maketh the Magi- w% 
-. ſtrate, butthie Magiſtrate maketh nor rhe people; The Magiſtrate cannot be with= 
. outthe people, The body ofthe Magiſtrate is mortall, the body ofthe poop im- 
-morrtall : afd therefore it were a dire& overturning of allthe foundation of poli- - 
cie and government to preſerve ſubjetion to the Prince, to the preſervation of the * 
Commoun-wealth, of to expoſe the publick wherein eyery mans perſon , family 
and privateeftate is contained, to be a prey to thefury of the Prince, rather then-- . 
by all our power to defend and preſcgve the Common-wealth.. * © +: 
 $-, From the ſubordination of powers appointed by God; for the faine law and * 
order that appointeth us to obey the Supream Magiltrate, rather thet»his Deputy 
and Inferiours, Eppointeth us alſo ro obey God'rather than- man ; and the tame - 
Law and Order that biddeth us defend the Supceam Magiſtrate againſt rhe unjuſt * 
invaſion of bis Deputy and Inferiours, commanderh us alſo to defend Gods right - 
and to preſerve the peoples peace againſt the unjult invaſionoof the Supream Ma= - 
1 © . giſtrate, who can be thought no leffe ſubordinare to: God, then'his Inferiour or 
Vice-gerent is to him. - | 
6.. From. the Covenant betwixt the people and God ;- for the people and Ma=-" 
giſtrate are joyntly bound in Coyenant. with God for obſerving and preſerving” 
the Conimandements of the firſt and ſecond Table; as may be ſeen in the books of - 
Samuel, Kings,and Chronicles: And as the faultof the people would nor excuſe the 
Magiſtrates negligerte,ſo.the fault 6fthe King would notexcuſe.the people if they © 
reſiſt not his violence preſſing thei againſt rhe Covenant of God. This" Argu- = 
ments ſtrongly preſſed by Fund and religious Politicians. > | 
. If a private man be bound by the Law of Narure to defend himſelf, Cxms mode - 
ramme inculpate tmele,. againſt the Prince or Judge as a private man, invading” 
him by violence, and not perſuing him Judicially , - and-by order of Law , : at 
| may-repell violence with violence : And if a chaſt woman may defend her owne -. 
body thar it be nat defiled by the Adulterer (though his place benever fo grear: )' 4 
& If Children may xefit rhe violent inyat;on: of: parents-- againſt themſelves , theirs. 
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(6) £4 | 
Mothers , or the Family (notwithtanding the preatobligaton betwixt Parents 
| | and Children ) and ſervants may hold the hands 'of their Parents fecking to kill 
{rhem in their rage : If Mariners and Paſſengers may ſave theriſclyes by reſiſting 
him who ſitting at the Heline will run the ſhip againſt therack,-or by hindering - 

# the Prince himſelf (not only. by ſupplication of mouth 3 bur alfo by ftrengrh of 
| hand) to miſgoverne the Ship to their certain _——_ > much mote'may the 
Wi whole body defend it ſelf againſt anyinvafion whatſoever. ' v | 

i $8. From example of Scripture, 1 Sam.q.45. Chron.26,1718,19. 2 Kings rx, 
( 1 Sarz.23. where David had 600 men for his defence, and would have kepr: Ke;- 
if [ah againſt the King, neither himſelf, nor the High Ngjeſt, doubting of the law= 
Wl fulncfſe thereof, only ſalpeRing the ereachery of the Keilits, Examples of the 
Th Reformed Churches ir France, Germay, the Low Countries, Sweden, and the cx- 

| ample ofour own Reformers. © * « > 

| -9. Fromthe example not only of Popiſh Writers , but alſo of the Divines of 
i the reformed Churches , even of ſuch as will be ſtrong pleaders for Menarchicatl- 
WW Government, neither is {y/v#: againſt. us bur for us; from the teſtimony of the 
"7, | proſigutine Lawyers and Learmed men, who:had,written comra onarchona- 
—. 8 f, > ; = | | 

{ - 20. From the mutuall contra& betwixt the King and the people , as may be 
| ſeenin the ARts of Parliament, and order of Coronation. | F 
| 11. From.the Acts of Parliament ratifying the authoriry'of the three Elites, 
IF and from our own Ecclefiafticall and Civil Hiſtory. IT 5 ET = 
12- Fromour Covenant lately ſworn and ſubſcribed, binding us to defend the 
Ef Kings Majcllies perſon and authority in gefence of the-true Religion , and to de- 
$ fend the true Religion againſt all perſons whoſoever: 
| O5jett. Itis objeted , that although upon the former and the like reaſons it 
| canner bedemied, but it muſt be lawfull in ſome caſes for ſubjeRs to defend them- 
| ſclvesby armes againſt the injuſt inyahon or oppreſſion of the Magiſtrate. ye to 
© rhe matters preſently debated betwixt the King and his people , they-.arg neither 
 fundamenall in Religion , nor yet of that importance.thatwee ſhould enter into 

2 bloudy Warre, which bringeth with it ſo many certain cyils , and whereof the 
event is ſo uncertain. = | 
þ " * Axſ:x. No matters of Religion hath ſo great weight in the minds of worldly 


: 
- 
\ 


F . men that they ſhould hazard their wordly eſtate for any thing of that kind, Gallio 
Wi carcth for none of theſe things. Feſt ns ſayth, that the Tews had certaine queſtions 
'- againſt Pal of their own ſuperſtition , and of one Jeſus , who was dead, whom 
 Paxlaftirmed to be alive. If wee receive hins, the Romans will come and deſtroy our 
4 place ard onr Citie, has been a prevailing maxime in the minds of wordly men. 
 Anſw.2. The greateſt queſtions in Religion doe carry ſometimes a very ſmall 
E ſhew, witnes the words of zvxa9- and 5uoro:@,34 and dis 94 THOr and ÞLIn©n, 
& - whercin the difference did-ſtand berwixt the Heceticks and Orthodox of old. ele; 
= 20men, and elctt participium » pro fignifying vice, and Ggnifying in bozem, which * -. ©. 
| doe comain the difference betwixt the 4r9:irars and us of late, Matters contro> x. | 
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 Anfw.3, There'isa great miſttkingabout tratters' vs in Religion; 
* for iff we calkthatfundamentall; the knowledge whereof igneceſſary to falyation, © 
# point/may be fundan encall and neceſſary to be knowne at onetime and in one 
Church, which at another time atid in;another Church is not thus neceſfary : for ' 
-» * abough thefoundation it ſelfe beneceſfary for the edification of every foul, yer - 
- S* bf things fundamenrall and neceſſity: to falyation we muſt judge accordingto the 
+ differencdegreesahd meaſure 'of revelatiofis- There isalfo'a miſtaking abour the - 
" "ſmalleſt marters of Religion : foras ſimple ignorance of {ome points and errours * 
 inather matrers, ſo obſtinacy in _—y light, and in following dackneſſe ra- 
ther then the known light inthe imalleſt matters po omg damnation, Tr 
was too audaciouſly enated by the Gouncell of Con/fance , Non obſtante Chriſt 
inſtitutiore. The Church of Scorfund haying fromthe certaint knowledge of the uns . 
lawfulneſſe of Epiſcopall Government (wete it of never ſo {mall moment;) abjus- . 
red it divers times, and fpued it out, wee muſt nar xeturn again to our vomit. * 
Azrſ.4. Though the queſtion were about the name of a Biſhop to be retained. 
* inthis Church, as the crafty without any warfint from authority dbe give out . 
and the ſimple believe it, yet were tt moſt important , for the queſtion miſt beta-- 
ken either of the naked name, which no man js cither ſo filly or ſo uncharitable,as 1 
"to imagine (fince we doe acknowledge 1t tro be commor'to all the Miniſters of the 
Goſpell;norcan the heart of any underflanding and loyall ſubje& harbourſo 
difloyall a thoughtas to think that the Kings Majeſty will invode his ancient and ”? 
native Kingworne for the naked name of a Biſhop ) or-the queſtion is about the »- 
State and Office fignified by the naine, which is to be a Paſtor without a patticu- # 
lac Flock, to be a Paſtour of Paſtours, and of all Flocks within the Dioceſe; tro Þ 
hayethe authority of Ordination and Ju riſdiRion ; to be a Lorf of Parliament, WM 
Councell, Conyentien,Exchequer,and Seſſion, which either the Biſhop muſl door” ; 
" otherwife he cannot ſerve the Kings turn(as hey thElglves ſpeake;)he is willingly © 
blinded that fketh not how materiall this is, tor beſides the fin in the office it ſelf, it a 
bringethwith it the ruſhe of all Religion,by dividin#the Ciry ofrhe wal. ind the # 
Vineyard 6f her hedgt-Ir is cither ignorance or deception to ſpeak of cayeats,for if 
the Office be of Divinginſtitution why ſhould it be limited rather then one other 
Office, or further then the Word of Goddoth require? Andif itbe ofhumane in=+ | 
Aitntion it ought to be.ccjeRed as a preſymptuous uſurpation upon the Kingdome * 
of Chriſt in appointing the chiefeſt Office-bearers cf his houſe without warrant 3 
- fromhimfelf; and an intolerable derogation to his full. and perfit wiſdome, as if © ? 
| he had not accompliſhed his houſe with Offices and Office-bearers, butleft them *? 
to the derermination of man , which nor only in the myſery of Godlinefſe , but 
alſo in maters of Ecclefiafticall Government is enmity, againſt the wiſdome of } 
God. We havealrcady experience of Caycats , and now-to hazard ſhipwrack the | 
ſecond time by making ſuch Pirats again to be our Pilots were deſperat madneſſe. 
Burthe Proclamation tels us that thexe are other matters of difference then E- 4 
piſcopacy; and therefore laſtly, rhe oueffion is now whether wee ſhall have a free 
--,- Natignall Church, or any other Religion hereafter,. but tuch as is or (ll becoms 7} 


Land by arms (the.only medium or argument which now is uſed forthat which, / 
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